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In the process of zinc-spinning, frequent annealing is
necessary. The appliances for this are an open charcoal
fire, a gas jet, a flame from gasoline, or an annealing oven
'constructed upon the same general principle as employed
in zinc-stamping. This may be described as a flame-
encircled box, which, in its situation and arrangement, in
some respects resembles the oven in an ordinary cooking-
stove, into which are laid the blanks in piles. The
heating process is slow, but a pile of blanks once brought
up to the proper temperature retains its heat for a com-
paratively long time, even when removed from the oven.

Spun-metal work, besides being employed in cornice-
work, lamps and lanterns, as above mentioned, enters into
the trimmings and decorations of gas-fixtures', lightning-
rods, weather-vanes, spire ornaments, and finials. It is used
extensively in the manufacture of plated ware,' water-
coolers, spice-canisters, bird-cages, and many other articles.
The use determines the metal employed, the process of
manipulation remaining substantially the same in all.

CUTLERY.

The manufacture of cutlery is not only one of the most
important, but probably one of the most successful, of our
mechanical industries. There are three kinds of steel
employed in the manufacture, namely, cast steel, shear steel,
and what is called common steel.

Edge-tools, which require to possess tenacity without
excessive hardness, are made from shear steel, which is
exceedingly tough and pliable. Table-knives, shears, scissors,
scythes, etc., are made from this kind 'of steel, while razors
are usually made from cast steel.